LODDON VALLEY RAMBLERS
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting at 7:30pm on Thursday 4th November 2021 in Finchampstead Village Hall.
1. Apologies
The meeting was attended by 39 people. Apologies were received from Linda Ashwell, Ros Johnston, Sue
Robson, Mary Bather, Jenny Champon, Nick Johnson, Mark Craske, Pam Szadowski, Julian Le Patourel, Pam
Brice, Bill Dunn.
2. Minutes of last meeting (5th November 2020 by Videoconference.)
2.1 The minutes of the last committee meeting were adopted without alteration.
Proposed by John Ginty
Seconded by Jo Fox
The meeting approved the Minutes (NB as with other approvals the meeting was not requested to formally
make a show of hands with a subsequent count.)
2.2 Matters arising.
There was one action in AOB on ‘Slow Ways’. Steve Vale had taken an action to progress this. Slow Ways
had been ‘soft’ launched between the 23rd April and 3rd May. It had been agreed that in checking out the
routes there would be no formal input by LVR but that individuals could do the validation and feedback as
members wished. SV had noted that the s/w was pretty good and fit for purpose.
3. Reports
3.1 Chair (Christine Harvey)
The first thing I need to check is that in accordance with General Data Protection Regulations you are happy
to have your name recorded in the minutes. If not, please let Richard Hatton know at the end of the
meeting.
I would like to thank Elaine Holloway and Shirley Chesterman for organising the catering and thank
everyone who contributed.
After last year’s meeting on Zoom it is good to have this AGM as a face to face meeting.
I do not want to dwell on all the walks, social events and holidays that had to be cancelled in the last year
due to Covid. The good thing is we managed to keep on walking by various means. Thanks to the committee
and all individual members for making this happen.
We have successfully had two Social Events, since lockdown, a curry evening and our delayed Anniversary
Dinner.
We even managed one weekend break in September to Bourton on the Water in the Cotswolds. Bourton,
that weekend, seemed like a holiday resort, but the HF House, although very central, was an oasis and, as
usual on our walks, we only needed to be a mile from a carpark to appreciate the countryside and the good
weather. Thank you Carole and Mike Evans and Co.
Reluctantly we decided, as a committee, to discontinue our paper walks programme and newsletter. The
uncertainty over Covid hastened its demise. However, I did write to all members not on our emailing list
explaining our intentions with details of how to print out the walks programme. No one has written to me
asking for a paper copy to be set to them.
Now for the future. There are three holidays organised for next year – Hope Cove, the Lake District and
Ilkley. At present all fully booked but you can always ask David Moffett, Richard Hatton or Anushka Howell
if they have waiting lists. Ideas, suggestions and volunteer organisers for 2023 holidays are needed. Please
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put one definite date in your diary for the next Barn Dance at this hall on 4th March 2022. Coach walks are
also in the pipeline for later in 2022.
Thanks to all members of the committee, you have all pulled your weight in this difficult year and I am not
going to steal the thunder of those members submitting a report. However, I must thank Martyn Brice who
joined the committee last year taking on the post of treasurer. Martyn then had to process all the
cancellations for holidays and social events, a mammoth task, notwithstanding the other tasks the
committee has given him.
I have a further couple of points.
There is COP26 conference taking place in Scotland and one of our members Mary Bather (who can’t be
here tonight) has done an estimate of how much CO2 our walkers will emit during November getting to and
from walks. This will amount to nearly a tonne. Mary has made some assumptions and recommendations
and I have printed out a couple of documents relating to this for anyone to peruse now and will email
copies of these to any interested parties. Mary’s notes suggest that there are three ways that we can
reduce our carbon footprint. Reduce the distance from Wokingham for the walk start points. Car share
again. Use public transport. This will be a topic for consideration in the near future.
Finally, outsiders consider our group vibrant and also think we walk very quickly. I am not going to do
anything to change that view as our Thursday walks are successful enough without outsiders.
3.2 Walks Co-ordinator (Nick Johnson)
Nick Johnson was absent from the meeting but provided the following report:
Apologies
Firstly, may I apologise for not being able to attend the meeting this evening. A much postponed family
engagement has precluded me from being with you all.
Walks 2020/2021
We have all had to learn a new lexicon of words and phrases throughout the last 20 or so months. I doubt I
had ever really used words like “Asymptomatic”, “Lockdown” or “Herd immunity” before the pandemic and
now they have become part of our standard vocabulary. We have had to learn new meanings for words as
well, words like “bubble”, “Covidiot” and “doom-scrolling”.
This new form of language has impacted us Ramblers to a large extent as well. We have had to construct
protocols and rules for our walks and activities that heed the government requirements to maintain “social
distancing” and to stay within “bubbles”. We have had to limit our social interaction to “The rule of six” and
we have been required wear masks in specific environments.
We have also had to embrace Technology in a way that perhaps we had not needed to in the past. We have
all become qualified Zoom users and have had to master the use of Eventbrite to book anything from
Church Services to visiting National Trust venues AND to book ourselves onto LVR walks! Whilst dealing with
all these requirements, the Ramblers Association sneakily introduced compulsory “Risk Assessment’s” into
the equation, under the auspices of the Covid-19 requirements. Our Leaders are now required to complete
this “Risk Assessment” ahead of any walk they have volunteered to lead.
Loddon Valley Ramblers managed to maintain a limited programme of walks throughout the period when
lockdowns were eased. We offered an Emergency Programme last summer for “Groups of Six”, specifically
aimed at those members who perhaps had not walked much during the first lockdown. I know that many of
us formed informal “groups of 6” in the summer of 2020 and enjoyed walking in smaller groups on tried and
tested routes.
After a series of emergency 6-8 week walk programs we put together earlier this year, we were able to
restart a more formal, regular 4 monthly programme of walks from 1st September and I shall start work on
the 1st January to 30th April 2022 programme in the next few weeks.
After all the cancellations, new protocols and rules that we have had to deal with over the last 20 months, I
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would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to our Walk Leader group who have had to deal with all the changes
and challenges that have been forced upon us, but who have continued to ensure that we have offered a
rich and varied programme of walks to our members.
Thank you one and all.
Despite these challenges, we have offered some different types of walks these last few months, such as the
walks that Christine Harvey and Paul Lawrence led around London. Although numbers were relatively small
on those walks, they were extremely well received. Linda Ashwell led a walk some years ago which
incorporated a delightful river trip from Marlow back to Henley on Thames. I am keen that we continue to
offer such opportunities. Maybe other members can think of some innovative walks which can be
incorporated into our programme. Re-starting Coach Walks may well be another initiative we could re-start
in 2022.
Just let me know if anyone has some ideas.
Proposed Changes to the Schedule
Based on the data I have received on the number of people attending our walks and also on feedback from
members, I am considering the following changes to our programme.
There have been a high number of our longer walks on a Sunday, when either no other walkers have turned
up or just 1 or 2 people did. Such a low number has been very demoralising for the Leader, who had gone to
the effort of undertaking a pre-walk and the completion of a Risk Assessment. I am therefore proposing we
suspend offering Sunday Long walks over the winter period and re-assess the demand from members in the
Spring and summer of 2022. It could well end up being the case that we decide that the Long Distance
walkers are offering a more appropriate Sunday program of longer walks.
Our Tuesday long walks have proven to be highly successful and walks regularly include 12-15 walkers and
occasionally up to 20. What has become clear is that there are 2 distinct groups within that community:
those who prefer 15 miles or more and those who prefer 10-13 mile walks. There was an occasion recently
when we offered an 18 mile walk and although many members opted to go on a shorter walk of their own
design, 13 people joined the 18 miler. This just demonstrates that there is a demand for such walks in our
programme. Whilst I am keen that we keep the Tuesday walkers as a single group and therefore everyone
keeps in touch with each other, I am planning on offering a 10-13 mile walk on certain Tuesdays when a 15+
miler is also offered.
I would value members’ comments and thoughts on these proposals.
Walk Leaders
We are always looking out for new leaders. Some of the stalwarts who have led walks for many years are
looking to step down, others are still wary of joining groups because of the threat of Corona-19 virus, so we
would be most grateful if members would step forward and volunteer to lead a walks. That way we can
continue to offer an ever increasing variety of walks to our members.
I would like to thank Richard for reading this report out at the meeting.
I hope to see you all on walks over the coming months.
Subsequent discussion.
Following the reading of Nick’s report, a discussion developed on the content. With respect to stopping the
Sunday walks until the spring, both Jenny and Derek Smith agreed with the proposal. Richard Hatton added
that although this was the sensible course of action, given the plummeting numbers, in not providing a
longer walk at the weekends we, in many ways, were signalling that LVR was essentially a group that only
catered for retired people and ideally keeping some Sunday longer walks going was to be desired. RH also
floated the idea that we combine with other local groups so that there would be a shared cohort for coming
on the walks, but John Turner pointed out that this had been tried before but the outcome was not
successful.
The numbers on the Sunday walks also prompted the question as to safety aspect of only having 2 or 3
people on a walk with the suggestion that having less than 4 walkers was unsafe and Ramblers insurance
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would then not provide cover in case of an emergency. There was some uncertainty, in the meeting, as to
whether was true or not. However, Mike Evans subsequently established that ‘there is no minimum number
requirement’ on walks for Ramblers insurance.
Daphne Perridge emphasised her disappointment that the only walk on offer on Tuesday 26th October was
18.3 miles long and that this was beyond what most LVR walkers wanted. Martin Labram, who had led the
walk, stated that in order to encompass the archaeological aspects of the route it needed to be that long
and that it was a ‘one off’. The issue was discussed and it was agreed that, as noted by Nick, when there
was a 15ish mile walk he would always try to provide a 10-13 mile option on the same day.
After the formal meeting, Martin Dalton suggested that in order to quantify any issues with walks then
perhaps a feedback form might be useful. Richard Hatton said that he’d take this up with Nick.
3.3 Footpaths and Countryside (Steve Vale)
This has been my fourth year as Footpath Officer.
Despite the ongoing Covid issues, work on maintaining and improving the footpath network has continued
at a good level this year.
We managed to install 9 gates across the Borough in 2021. These are located in Arborfield (2 gates),
Finchampstead (4 gates), Shinfield (2 gates) and Wargrave. The gates have been purchased with the
Ramblers’ own funds, and with funds Shinfield and Finchampstead Parish Councils. We are grateful the
latter funds and for the cooperation of the landowners concerned in respect of these gates. We have also
removed redundant stiles in Wargrave and Arborfield, widening the footbridge near the latter.
The gate in Wargrave, on Footpath 21 off Penny’s Lane, was funded by a legacy from Derek Johnson, a longstanding member of this group who sadly passed away in 2020. Our group also helped install a memorial
bench on Remenham Footpath 6, in memory of David Bounds, Loddon Valley’s first footpath officer.
Ray Sharp continues to do an excellent job in project managing all the installations, and volunteers drawn
from our membership undertake the installation work. I am very grateful to all of them.
There are not that many stiles left which we can covert. One problem is that landowners refuse to grant
permission for gate replacement, even though it would cost them nothing. There is now a list of around 20
gates where permission has been sought and the request refused, or simply ignored. The result is that we
currently have a gate in store at Dinton Pastures with nowhere to put it.
We will, however, seek to replace more stiles on 2022, mainly in Wokingham Without, again subject to
landowner permission. We are also working with Shinfield Parish Council to remove stiles on Shinfield
Footpath 18.
Following the theft of one of our gates in Hurst, I have to report that another one (in Barkham) was wrecked
in October by criminals raiding the adjacent farm. I can’t say in polite words how I feel about that! But,
despite the disappointment and anger, it was LVR volunteers who went out and made things safe.
Overall, I am expecting a gradual change of emphasis in our volunteer work from gate installation to path
maintenance in the future.
I have continued to pursue some of the suggested new routes in Wokingham Borough Council’s new 10year Rights of Way Improvement Plan for 2020 to 2030. I’m afraid that there is no spectacular progress to
report to date, but LVR has now submitted a claim for Chestnut Avenue near the Wokingham/Winnersh
border. It will be a year before we know whether this is successful.
In general, Wokingham Borough Council continues to take its rights of way responsibilities seriously. Most
reported problems are attended to within a reasonable timescale, despite a slightly creaky reporting
system.
In the course of the year, the Borough Council have been implementing their plans for a second Greenway,
running from Arborfield Cross, via the Coombes and Woosehill to Cantley Park in Wokingham. This is now
expected to be completed next August. More Greenways will follow, and there is a long-term plan for a
Loddon long distance path.
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Whilst there is still a large amount of new development in Wokingham, it can offer some benefits to the
rights of way network. For example the new film studios in Cutbush Lane, Shinfield will see an upgrade to an
adjoining footpath, and the new solar farm at Barkham will see the local network extended and improved.
I have kept up my involvement with the Ramblers’ Lost Paths project, and, a result, LVR will have a major
say over which routes the Ramblers try to add to the rights of way network in Wokingham.
Following on from our success in creating a suite of Earley walks for Earley Town Council’s website in 2020,
we have created a similar set of walks for Woodley Town Council this year, which are accessible via the
Woodley Town Council website. Thanks are due to Mary Bather, Keith Brill, Grant Kelly and Mike and Carol
Evans.
The challenges for the future remain similar to last year:
 Continuing with stile conversions.
 Making sure that as many as possible of the new routes set out in the 2020 to 2030 Rights of Way
Improvement Plan become reality.
 Continuing to ensure that the footpath network is both protected and enhanced in the face of the
large amounts of housing and road construction across the Borough, for example in the area south
of Wokingham town.
To meet these challenges, I will continue to need the excellent support provided by both LVR’s Committee
and the team of parish Footpath Wardens. I am pleased to report that we currently have a full team in
place.
Overall, 2021 has been a positive year for Rights of Way, but there is always room to improve. I am always
happy to receive any suggestions that could improve walkers’ experiences. Please get in touch at any time –
you can find my contact details on the website or in the newsletter.
The laptop shows a few pictures of some of the installations and events referred to in this report.
After Steve had delivered his report, Pat Perridge noted that no mention had been made of the Wokingham
Way and the need to ensure that the route was still available throughout its length with roundels in place
etc. Richard Hatton stated that it was an omission on his part to not have placed WW as an agenda item for
the AGM as the committee had agreed that the route audit, which previously taken place every year and
then every other year, needed to be reinstated following Covid, but that this should be done by members
stepping forward to take on the task which they could do in their own time, over time. RH stated that he
would now make this request via Mailchimp and restart the process. Derek Smith noted that he some
thousands of the folded WW leaflets which could be used to further promote the route.
4. Adoption of Accounts (Martyn Brice).
Treasurer’s Report.
This is my first report as Treasurer, having taken over from Alan Drabble last Autumn.
Firstly, I would like to express my thanks to Alan for the help he gave in getting me up to speed with the job.
Alan had done a lot of work in setting up a system which ensured that our accounts are accurate and that
enable reporting to be carried out in a straight-forward manner.
Thank you, Alan.
So, looking at our accounts, which are split into two: our Main account for core activities, and our selffunded account for social events, holidays, etc.
Firstly our Main Account.
Apart from the standard funding from Ramblers HQ, we received grants totalling £1,200 from Wokingham
Borough for footpath work, with which we purchased and installed two gates. We also received £1,000
from Shinfield Parish Council for two gate replacements, and £450 from the estate of Derek Johnson for the
purchase and installation of a memorial gate.
Our expenditure was mainly for the above gates plus necessary materials (concrete, etc).
The rest of our outgoings were for administration, meetings, newsletters and website licences.
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As you can see, we spent nothing on walk-related activity or training, a rather unusual year - but this should
change in the coming year.
Secondly, our Self-Funded Account.
Loddon Valley Ramblers has continued to be very active in arranging social activities. However, this year we
had to cancel some of these because of the pandemic.
The planned Bellevaux and Ilkley trips required refunds to be paid to everyone involved – however, I am
pleased to say that we did not have to pay any money to our suppliers and lost no money on these events.
We always try to ensure that any commitments to pay suppliers are minimized and carefully controlled.
The income and expenditure for each our self-funded events are listed overleaf. I would point out that selffunded events often span more than one financial year. This year, the Bellevaux trip, the Bourton on the
Water weekend, and Ilkley 2021 had each received payments in 2019/20 – consequently their figures for
this year are not the totals. See notes 3 to 5 at the bottom of the report.
My report shows a self-funded balance of £10, 841. This is what we hold in our bank account, however the
majority of this balance is related to planned events and is therefore classed as Liabilities, i.e. money which
is planned to be paid out.
These liabilities are, primarily:
- approximately £2,200 for the 25th Anniversary dinner in October (now settled)
- £3, 300 for the Hope Cove weekend
- £2,900 for the 3rd attempt at an Ilkley weekend next year.
Consequently, our total self-funded reserves are just under £2,400.
I hope that this provides a sufficient explanation of our financial position. But I’d be happy to answer any
questions.
As required by the Ramblers Association, these accounts have now been independently examined, to
ensure that the records are complete, accurate and properly reflect the group’s financial activity
throughout the financial year. The examination was carried out by an experienced financial manager, and
he has approved the accounts.
If there are no further queries, then I move that the Loddon Valley Ramblers Accounts for 2020/21 should
be approved.
Approval of the Accounts.
Proposed by Pat Perridge
Seconded by Steve Smith
The meeting approved the Accounts. A copy, signed by the Auditor, are attached at the end of these
minutes as Appendix 1.
6. Any Other Business.
6.1 Leaflets promoting LVRamblers.
Bobbi Ginty informed the meeting that she had a supply of the leaflets which had originally been produced
about 4 years ago. There was soon to be a change in the Ramblers badging and therefore this was an
opportune moment to distribute the remainder of our current batch. It had been difficult to move them
through sales offices of the new developments because of Covid restrictions but letterbox drops were still
an option. Anyone who was willing to do this please contact Bobbi.
6.2 Vote of thanks.
Steve Smith proposed a vote of thanks to all the Committee and organisers over the last 18 months for the
work that had been done the keep the group walking and socialising in these difficult times. The meeting
agreed and voted accordingly.
7. Ramblers. Future developments.
Helen Tranter a current member of LVR is now a Trustee of Ramblers.
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Helen stated that she had put herself forward to be a Trustee and had been voted in at General Council by
the representatives of the 50 Areas. She had been a Trustee for just over a year.
Helen discussed the recent changes. Some could be categorised as ‘internal’, with the focus on how the
organised and operated and included:
 There was now a new HQ near Waterloo with more limited accommodation as many of the staff are
now working from home.
 There was a new management structure with a layer of directors and the role of Chief Executive
was currently being advertised.
 A new IT system was being developed, funded by Lottery monies. This, among other things, would
be the new platform for combining the walks, offered in individual groups.
Others were about how Ramblers presented itself to members and the general public and included:
 New Branding with a focus on pleasure (the enjoyment of walking) and protection (Rights of Way
maintenance).
 The “Don’t lose your way” campaign about ensuring that historic paths are kept available to local
communities. We have up until 2026 to identify these routes. (Wokingham Borough has 53 miles to
be defended).
 Encouraging ‘Walking for Wellbeing’ as the new phrase replacing ‘Walking for Health’ and working
with local authorities to achieve greater participation.
Helen then went on to itemise many of the activities and undertakings that Ramblers have campaigned for
and are supporting:
 3,500 routes for self-guiding walkers.
 15 National Long Distance trails.
 The English coastal path which will be 2,700 miles of accessible walking by the sea.
 The new Cambrian Way going from Cardiff to Conwy.
 Ensuring that the Agricultural Act of 2020, which replaces the EU CAP will be introducing the ELMS
(Environmental Land Management Scheme) and Ramblers is looking to influence this policy to open
up recreational opportunities for walkers (and others).
There were then questions from the meeting.
Derek Smith enquired about the new set of directors and what their roles were. Helen stated that she did
not have the exact titles with her but there were four new posts covering Policy and Advocacy, Operations,
People and Finance and IT. These roles were being recruited by an interim Chief Executive, Tanya Curry, as
that role was currently being advertised. (After the meeting HT clarified the four titles – there are Directors
of (1) Operations and Advocacy, (2) Income and Marketing, (3) Finance, Performance and Impact and (4)
People and Organisational Development.)
Helen was asked about any formal policy concerning the reduction of the organisation’s carbon footprint.
She was not aware of any specific initiatives, however, there were policies available on Ramblers website
which looks to support sustainable development, in order to reduce our carbon footprint, adapt to a
changing climate, and allow future generations to inherit a sustainable legacy and support local
communities, so that they can influence the future of their surroundings and benefit from new sources of
sustainable economic growth.
Finally, Helen noted that the Berkshire Area AGM was on Saturday 6th November and all LVR members were
very welcome to attend.
Christine thanked Helen for attending our meeting and her update on where the organisation was going.
8. Closure.
The meeting closed at around 9:00 pm and refreshments followed.
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